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and looked upon the project with a most disapproving
eye. Prince Lobanoff, with the knowledge of the
Tsar, was doing all he could to encourage her to
make some counter-move, for though nominally
(leaving the poor Italians out of the question) Eng-
land's only purpose in conquering the Sudan was to
restore it to Egypt, its recovery would vastly increase
the English sphere of influence.

The Queen considered this situation as coming well
within the territory of her enlarged matriarchate :
private conversations with her Russian grandchildren
ought to bear good fruit. She asked them to stay
with her quietly for ten days at Balmoral, bringing
with them their baby girL It was to be a purely
domestic visit, and she counted on the Tsar's regard
for his grandmother's wishes being an influential
factor in counteracting Russia's hostility to England,
and in his disassociating himself from the unfriendli-
ness of the French. A propitious circumstance was
that Prince Lobanoff, who would have accompanied
the Tsar, died suddenly just before their visit.

The Queen had gathered the whole Royal clan
about her at Balmoral: the fourth generation was
represented in the person of Prince Edward of York.
The Family was displayed, as her Navy might have-
been assembled at some Review, to personify Eng-
land, but with this difference that whereas the Navy
would have been decked with flags and loud with
salutes, domestic informality was the key to this more
subtle demonstration in the Highlands. But, as the
Tsar's letters to his mother show, this personification
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